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Smog is pictured over Beijing on August 13, 2008.
Patients with heart rhythm disturbances are
particularly vulnerable to air pollution, a Swedish
study indicates,
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NESY YORK (Reutces Hesh) - Pceatswilh hean ththm dstrbances whe have an implastabl bt
deribrillator are parienkly vulnerbl o i potation. 3 Swedish sy indiate,

10 ptions with fhese devioes known as implaniable cardiovercr defibeiliators,of ICDs. exposare to sir
prTitTon iy apidls (st 2 hours) prompt vemeular eyt - & puletily e-Inouteming crmditin
AT e et eyt becomes e, th sy s,

Previous sudies have dncumentd  sssocition ef venticular uhythmias st air polltion exposure i
from 24 to 45 hours,

o bt understn o opidly suchevents migh ke place, the Swedish team obseeved 211 potels with
I fo an verag of 33 months

1D econds of anhy i et wers anshyzed in ssoclaion with i pllution dGruns sich ueban

Accosting (o e insestiators, 75 patients had 114 seatrcutae achythwias durog the sy period. Venioular
{achyahymins 3 specic fype of tapid abaoran) heat rythm - were most comman

mumatyzing the s, the esesechecs ound (el e sk ufumhythnsiawes assosiaied with incieased evels of
i palition in e proceding 2-houe esposure per. 5 well a5 tho 1-hrr espasure poricd

"This suds.” seseeh Leade . Pellr LS. 1jungman of Sockholm South Haspical ol Reuters Health,
epves uither vidence tra i pluton disss e estrical sonduction o e healamd tht ithin i hoves








